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our coming, that they are ready to receive us on the threshold
of the other life, that they are gone before to lead us into the
new domain of existence beyond the tomb !

The fear of death, which is so prevalent among men gene-
rally, loses its intensity, when the last' hour has come. Those
who are accustomed to witness death know that the last
agony is rarely severe. He who dies after a long and honour-
able existence knows at that solemn moment that he is going
to a new and better world. He is happy, and his words and
looks express happiness. The only thought which makes him
sorrowful is the grief which his loss must occasion to those
.whom he loves and is about to leave.

The observations which follow have been made by persons
accustomed to observe the dying. But deaths occasioned by
maladies which destroy consciousness, or reason, or speech,
must not be included in- these observations. In order to
judge of the thoughts which occupy the dying we must con-
sider those who preserve the integrity of their intellectual
faculties until their latest breath. They always die calmly.
Consumptive patients, the wounded, those who die from an
affection of the stomach or of the intestinal tube, of those
slow" fevers which consume the strength without impairing
the intellectua] faculties, these generally remain in the full
possession of their intelligence to the last, and die with great
tranquillity, even satisfaction. In almost all these cases death
is preceded by a gradual decline of strength and sensation, so
that the individual has hardly any consciousness of the change
he is about to undergo, and looks forward to the moment of
death with perfect indifference.